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community 03/2024 EDITORIAL

Every time we gather for divine service, we express our 
desire and resolve to be with Christ. 

We all experience different things during the week. But on 
Sunday we come together for divine service to profess, “I 
want to be with Jesus.” 

This is what we tell ourselves, what we tell others, and what 
we tell the devil. We also testify and profess that we belong 
to Christ and want to model our lives on His. Many things 
can happen during the week, and the devil wants to use 
them to create distance between us and God. But then we 
come together for a divine service to demonstrate clearly, 
“No, we are always looking to be close to Him. You can do 
whatever you want. You will not divide us. We want to be 
together in Christ and enter the kingdom of God together.”

And every time God sees our desire and determination 
that we seek this closeness, that we want to be with Christ, 
He grants us a special blessing. He grants us His peace and 
strength.

With warm wishes

Jean-Luc Schneider

Why we go  
to church
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Everyone is free  
to go through

Beloved brothers and sisters, we are very grateful to our 
heavenly Father that He made it possible for us to gather 
here this morning. I am really happy to experience this 
divine service with you. I take the opportunity to express 
my deep respect and my profound gratitude to you for your 
faithfulness and your work. For the work you do stead-
fastly and faithfully for your own salvation and in serving  
the Lord in His church. Honestly, you are doing a great 
job as disciples, as ministers of the Lord. And I am abso
lutely convinced that God will complete the work you 
are doing for your salvation and for the church. The Lord  
Jesus will complete the work that He has begun in you and 
in the church. 

“I am the door. If anyone 
enters by Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and 

out and find pasture.”

John 10: 9
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The Chief Apostle is welcomed to Tama in Japan,  
where he conducted a divine service on 11 August 2023
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Our Bible text is an extract from a well-known passage of 
Holy Scripture. Jesus introduces Himself here as the good 
shepherd, but He also says, “I am the door.” It is a little com-
plicated because the two images are mixed up. On the one 
hand He says that He is the shepherd of the flock, and on 
the other that He is the door of the sheep pen. To make it 
a little bit easier, we will deal with the image of the door 
today, and not with the shepherd. 

Jesus says that He is the door to salvation. That is a very 
important statement of the Lord and constitutes the foun-
dation of our Christian faith. 
To be saved  means to be able to 
enter the kingdom of God and 
to have eternal fellowship with 
God. And there is only one 
possibility, which is to believe 
in Jesus Christ. We must be-
lieve that He is God the Son 
who came on earth. We must 
believe in His sacrifice and believe that we cannot be saved 
without His sacrifice. We must believe in His teaching, the 
gospel. It is not enough to just believe that this is the truth, 
we must also act in accordance with the gospel. We must 
believe that He will come back to take us with Him. With-
out Him we cannot enter the kingdom of God. Only those 
who believe and follow Jesus Christ can have fellowship 
with God. Jesus is the door. There is no other door. 

Then Jesus says that anyone who believes in Him, will go in 
and out. This image describes the freedom of the Christians. 
Through faith in Jesus Christ and through Holy Baptism 
and Holy Sealing, those who believe have been delivered 
from the dominion of sin. They have become free in Christ. 
And that is not a theory. That is something very import
ant and meaningful for us because Jesus told the believers, 
“See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can 
shut it” (Revelation 3: 8). Those who have been baptised 
with water and the Spirit can enter the kingdom of God, 
and no one can prevent them from doing so. No human 

being, no power, no spirit can 
close this door. As a matter of 
fact, that means that our sal-
vation depends on us alone. 
Those who have been baptised 
are free in Christ and have the 
possibility to enter the king-
dom of God—and everything 
depends on us and our own 

decisions. We can therefore not say, “We are victims of the 
evil one. He was so aggressive that we just could not remain 
faithful.” No, no one can close this door. If so, it was we 
ourselves who decided not to go through it. This is one of 
the most important passages of the gospel.

Once you have answered the call of Jesus Christ and have 
been baptised, you are free and can be saved—if you wish. 

Jesus opens up the 
possibility for us to enter 

the kingdom of God
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It is up to us. It is so comforting to know that as long as 
we want to remain faithful, God will help us to do so. That 
is the liberty of believers. And then Jesus says, “If anyone 
enters by Me, … he will go in and out and find pasture.” 
We must go through the door, through Jesus Christ, to find 
food. And I guess in Japan it is the same as everywhere else 
in the world. There are plenty of doctrines and theories and 
they are in competition with the gospel. But it is not the 
task of the Chief Apostle of the New Apostolic Church to 
approve these theories or to say, “This one is good, that one 
is bad.” There are many theories on how to become rich and 
happy in life, how to become wise, how to become success-
ful. And I am quite sure that if we were to talk about this 
subject we would never come to an agreement. Everyone 
has their own idea of how to become happy on earth. 

What does wealth consist in? For some it is money, for 
others it means happiness in the family. And for someone 
else it is something else. That is definitely not the business 
of Jesus and not the business of the church. But when it 
comes to our salvation, the only way to obtain the food to 
be able to enter the kingdom of God is to go through the 
door of Jesus Christ. That means following His gospel. So 
when it comes to our private life, we can do whatever we 
want. But if we want to enter the kingdom of God, there is 
only one way to obtain the food we need, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Believers will go through the door of Jesus Christ 

and find the food they need for their salvation. This door 
opens the possibility for us to enter the kingdom of God. 
Because even despite all our efforts, we will not manage to 
become worthy to enter the kingdom of God. 

To enter the kingdom of God, we must become like Jesus 
Christ. He is the first man, the first human being, to enter 
the kingdom of God. And the only solution for us is to 
become like Him so that we can enter the kingdom of God. 
But we cannot make it on our own. We are poor sinners 
and cannot be as perfect as Jesus Christ was. So let us put 
all our hope in His grace, which He will grant us when He 
returns. And this also puts us in the right frame of mind. 
The only possibility to enter the kingdom of God is for Jesus 
to grant His grace to those on His right hand (Matthew 25: 
34).  Without His grace, we cannot make it. He is the door. 

Maybe one last thought about salvation. Jesus is the door, 
and He will be the judge. On His return, He will decide 
who can enter the kingdom of God, who will receive the 
grace to do so. He will consider our decisions, our longing, 
and our determination. He will not consider our sins, but 
He will consider our guilt. He will look at our love and our 
faith. And He will be the only one who decides whether to 
accept us—or not. As a matter of fact, don’t worry about 
what people say about us. Don’t worry about the opinion of 
the majority. We don’t care. The only thing that matters is 
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order to be saved: the preaching of the gospel and the cele
bration of Holy Communion. Don’t worry. Let us put our 
hope in the grace He will grant us when He returns. And 
we don’t care about what other people think of us. What 
matters is the opinion of Jesus Christ. 

So that is the aspect: Jesus is the door to salvation. I would 
like to mention another aspect. Jesus should also be the 

what Jesus thinks about us and what He tells us. Everything 
else is just not important. It doesn’t even matter what your 
Apostle thinks about you. Because the ministers are only 
human too. They have their ideas, their cultural back-
grounds. What is important, however, is Jesus Christ. He 
is the judge. Don’t worry, He will not ask the Chief Apostle 
who should be accepted or not. And for some that is com-
forting. He looks at our love, our sincerity, our longing for 
salvation. He is the door to salvation, nobody else. To be 
saved, we must go through the door of Jesus Christ. We 
must believe in Him. But we are free.

We must decide anew each time whether we want to go 
through this door. Nothing and nobody can prevent us 
from entering the kingdom of God. The decision is ours 
alone. The only way we can obtain the food we need to 
enter the kingdom of God is through the teaching of Christ, 
which He gives us through the apostolate and Holy Com-
munion. Because Jesus said, “Whoever eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (John 6: 54). We must go through this door in 

Please use the door 
of prayer
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door in our daily life. You know, sometimes there are situ
ations that seem hopeless, and you see no way out. You 
may find yourself in a difficult situation and it looks like 
a dead end. And you just do not know how to get out of 
this situation. Here too, let us use Jesus as the door. What 
does that mean in concrete terms? When we go through 
trials and face difficult situations, we should remember that 
the ultimate and true solution is the return of Christ. God 
wants to save us. He wants to deliver us from all afflictions, 
from all tribulations, and take us into His kingdom. 

It is normal that we ask for His help when there are dif-
ficulties. But let us take a closer look at Jesus as the door 
to salvation. First of all, His help consists of making sure 
that we can enter the kingdom of God despite these tribu
lations. That is His help. When we are sick or when our 
wife, husband, or child is sick, it is normal that we ask the 
Lord for help. And we hope. Sometimes God answers such 
prayers, and sometimes He does not. And to be honest, I 
have no idea why He answers prayers in one case and not in 
another. But I can tell you from my own experience that He 
always provides the help the soul needs to remain faithful 
despite these trials and afflictions. May we be aware of this. 

God’s help therefore consists primarily in helping us to 
remain faithful. When Jesus was on earth He too found 
Himself in situations in which there was no way out. And 
it is striking that He used the same door each time, so to 
speak. He withdrew and prayed to His Father. And going 
through the door of prayer helped Him each time. Because 

He prayed, He received the help, comfort, and wisdom He 
needed to go carry on. 

Brothers and sisters, every time we are in a difficult situ
ation and there seems to be no solution, no way out, please 
use the door of prayer. It is always worth going through 
this door. Praying always helps. Let us also use the door of 
Jesus Christ to solve our problems. Let us remain faithful 
and keep His commandments. I know I preach that almost 
every Sunday. And I never tire of repeating it. Today, the 
world offers so many doors to get us out of difficult situ
ations. And from a human point of view, these doors are 
a solution. But these are solutions that solve our earthly 
problems. And they pose a risk to our salvation. Let us not 
go through a door that implies that we no longer keep God’s 
commandments. Whatever situation we may find ourselves 
in, let us use the door of obedience to the commandments. 
It is a small door and a difficult path. But our salvation is a 
priority. We want to be saved, so let us not be satisfied with 
another door. You know that that can become very con-
crete very quickly: a small lie and then everything becomes 
much more comfortable. Let us go through the door of the 
commandments of God.

The crucifixion was definitely a dead end for Jesus Christ. 
He could not understand the will of His Father. And for 
Him there was just one door that remained open: He trusted 
His Father. I will say it in my own words, “My God, I don’t 
understand You. Why have You abandoned Me? But I trust 
You. I surrender myself to You. I accept Your will.” Brothers 

District Apostle Edy Isnugroho from South-East Asia 
spoke about deciding for God
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Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider with ministers

and sisters, in many difficult situations this is the only way 
to get out of a dead end: let us simply accept the fact that 
we cannot understand God’s actions. And the only way we 
can move on is to trust in God without understanding Him, 
without asking any questions. I know. I have experienced 
this too. It is not easy to go through this door. But this is 
definitely the best way to leave a difficult situation behind.

There is another door: the door of love for our neighbour. 
Jesus used it several times. Remember the disciples who 
failed Him? Jesus used the door of forgiveness. And that 
solved the problem. Let us use the door of forgiveness. 
Each time you decide to forgive somebody, you can be 
sure that you have made the right decision. To forgive is 
never wrong. Use this door of Christian love and forgive 
your neighbour. Use the door of Jesus Christ and do good 
things instead of repaying evil with evil. For many people it 
is normal to seek revenge when someone offends or hurts 
them. Revenge is the easy way. Let us use the other door 
instead. It is a smaller, but much better. Answer evil with 
good. This is the door that leads into the kingdom of God 
and leads us out of difficult situations. 

The door of Jesus is a door of neighbourly love. Even at 
the end of His own life, Jesus went through this door. He 
wanted to go back to His Father, but He did not want to go  
back alone. He did not forget us. He did not forget His 

CORE THOUGHTS

Jesus Christ is the door to salvation. He 
delivers us from evil, nourishes us, and 
grants us grace. In trials and afflictions 
we follow the example of Jesus.

neighbour. He even cared for the criminal who was con-
demned with Him. He cared for His family, for Mary, for 
John. He prayed for those who killed Him. And He died 
for us. He did not want to go through the door of salvation 
alone. He wanted us to come with Him. Let us follow this 
path too and go through this door. Let us not just claim 
God’s help for ourselves. Let us not be selfish. Whatever 
happens in our lives, let us always look out for our neigh-
bour. And let us be aware that we do not want to be saved 
alone. We want others to be saved with us. Jesus has saved 
us, and we want to use His door. And each time we use this 
door we will be blessed.
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The Bible text for the divine service on 5 November 2023 in 
Portimão in Portugal was taken from Acts 8: 30–31. Chief 
Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider went on to explain: 

The Ethiopian said that he did not understand what Isaiah was 
saying. So Philip began and explained the whole gospel to him.

We read the book of our life, we read in the book of world 
history. I must say, “My God, I don’t understand anything 
any more! The only true and definitive answer is the mes-
sage of the gospel, the teaching of the Apostles who inter-
pret the Bible for us and proclaim the gospel in the proper 
manner. The Apostles always tell us, “You must see the 
whole picture, the whole plan of redemption. And you 
must see your life and what is happening in the world in 
this light. That is the only key to understanding God.

The Ethiopian did something very clever. He asked Philip to join 
him in the carriage and travel with him.
Let us take this message of the Apostles, the whole gospel, 
with us into our everyday lives. Think about what God has 
done, what He is doing, and what He will do. Then you will 
be strengthened and comforted. 

The individual counts

The treasurer was from Ethiopia. He was not a Jew and therefore 
not one of the chosen people. Through him God showed that sal-
vation is truly for everyone.
It does not matter where a person comes from, what their 
cultural background is, or what their past was like: sal
vation is for everyone, here on earth and in the beyond.

He was a ruler, was rich, and someone very important.
Salvation is for the poor, for the insignificant ones, but it is 
also for the powerful and for the rich. No one is excluded.

As he was castrated, the Ethiopian was not allowed to enter the 
temple. He was excluded.
In this world and in the beyond there are so many souls 
who are rejected by others because for one or another 
reason they are not like them. But this is not the case with 
God! He loves everyone equally and wants to offer them all 
the same salvation.

At the time, people imagined that if a person had no children, he 
or she would disappear into nothingness. They wanted to show 
the eunuchs: you are worthless. You are only there because you 
are of use to me.

For God, it is the individual who counts: every single person. The example of the 
Ethiopian treasurer shows on whom, how, and why God bestows His salvation. Here 
are some extracts from a divine service for the departed.

The Chief Apostle visited the brothers and sisters in Portugal last November
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Unfortunately, this is often the case in our society. We no 
longer see people as human beings. When they are no 
longer of any use, they are thrown away. God is perfect. He 
needs no one; but He loves everyone and wants to give sal-
vation to everyone.

The Ethiopian treasurer had no future, no hope. He knew: when 
I die, I disappear.
How many people live on this earth today who do not have 
the slightest glimmer of hope for a better future. God says, 
yes, there is hope for you. He wants to offer salvation to all 
human beings.

Why could God offer the Ethiopian salvation? Because this man 
had the right attitude. He had power and was rich. But he was 
looking for something else. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship 
God in the temple, where he brought his sacrifice and read the 
Scriptures—and then he was still searching.
Let us think about the souls in the beyond. Many thought: 
I have money, I have power, I am fine. Then they arrived in 
the beyond and realised: all of this is useless. Let us think of 
the believers. They believed in God, read the Bible, and did 
good deeds. Then they arrived in the beyond and realised: 
that’s not enough! They lacked the rebirth out of water and 
the Spirit, the sacraments dispensed by the Apostles.

The treasurer’s reaction was good. He allowed himself to be 
taught.
However, we do not know who in the beyond is chosen by 

God to hear the Apostles’ teaching. The important thing for 
these souls, however, is that they accept this message. They 
can receive baptism with water and then they are no longer 
on the fringes of the church, but members of the body of 
Christ. Those who are sealed are given the great hope of 
entering the kingdom of God as firstfruits. Souls can cele
brate Holy Communion and have perfect fellowship with 
Jesus Christ.

What is true for them is also true for us: Jesus loves you and 
wants you to be with Him forever, and He makes sure that 
all human beings have the opportunity to achieve the same.

CORE THOUGHTS

Acts 8: 30–31 

“So Philip ran to him, and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, 
‘Do you understand what you are read-
ing?’ And he said, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he asked 
Philip to come up and sit with him.”

There was time for a group photo
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The divine service on 24 September 2023 in Buffalo, New 
York, was transmitted to the entire working area of District 
Apostle Leonard Kolb. The District Apostle, who is also 
the president of the New Apostolic Church USA, retired 
on that day. Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider appointed 
District Apostle Helper John Schnabel as his successor.

The Son of God was sent into  
the world
The Chief Apostle based his sermon on John 3: 17. He 
explained that the “world” in this Bible text is a reference 
to the sinful human beings who have rejected God, who are 
hostile towards God, or at least indifferent to God. God has 
also sent His Son to them, the Chief Apostle said.

The Saviour and His 
helpers at work

And then comes this great message: “God loves these 
people. He loves them even though they have rejected Him, 
left Him, and distanced themselves from Him—and do not 
accept Him.” But God sent Jesus to them, who told them, 
“God loves you.”

God wants to save humankind
“And that was something quite new,” the Chief Apostle 
pointed out. “Because in the Old Testament, God was seen 
in a different way.” He was seen as a judge who was kind 
to the righteous, but punished sinners with calamities such 
as the flood, droughts, or famine. This was also how the 
contemporaries of Jesus would have perceived God. “But 
Jesus said, ‘No, I have not come to punish them. I love the 

God the Father sent His Son into the world to save all who believe in Him. And Jesus 
Christ still sends His disciples into the world today to help along. The Chief Apostle 
recently explained how this works.
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world. I love the people who have rejected God, who are 
indifferent to Him, who are hostile to Him. I have come to 
save them.”

The Chief Apostle went on to describe how God wants to 
redeem human beings. Through forgiveness of sins: “When 
God saves human beings, He forgives their sins, He cleanses 
them.” Through sanctification: “The work of the Holy Spirit 
is to transform people into the image of Jesus Christ step 
by step.” And through glorification: “The entire human 
being—body, soul and spirit—can enter the kingdom of 
God and can have fellowship with God and one another.”

Salvation will be bestowed upon those who believe in Jesus. 
And that means

	■ one must believe in His divine sonship: that He is truly 
the Son of God, not just a prophet, not just a preacher. 
He has been sent by God and He is the Son of God.

	■ one must believe in His teaching. He tells the truth. He 
can do more than bring about miracles.

	■ one must believe in His person, in all that He has been 
through.

	■ having true faith in Jesus which results in deeds moti-
vated by love.

	■ one must believe in His Apostles whom He has sent, in 
the church which He has established, and believe in the 
sacraments which He announced and instituted.

Jesus sent His disciples into the world
“Allow me to go one step further,” the Chief Apostle said. 
“Now we come to ourselves.” God has sent us, His chil-
dren and disciples, into the world. We have been sent into 
a world dominated by sin and evil. And we have to suffer 
and deal with the consequences of the fall into sin like all 
other human beings. In this context, Christians are called 
to contribute to the salvation of others.

God is aware of the rejection, indifference, and hostility 
towards Him, but He says, “You have to deal with all of these 
things. I have sent you into these conditions on purpose. 
Now, here, I want you to serve Me. I want you to proclaim 
My true will. I want you to help others experience My love 
and tell them that God wants to save them. I want you to 
commit yourself to make sure that forgiveness and sanctifi
cation remain possible and accessible for humankind.”

In conclusion, the Chief Apostle addressed the congre
gation as follows: “You have been sent into this world, into 
these conditions, to serve the Lord and to contribute to the 
work of salvation so that human beings can continue to 
have access to forgiveness and sanctification and be glori
fied.”

CORE THOUGHTS

John 3: 17 

“For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be 
saved.”

God sent His Son into the world to save those  
who believe in Him. Christ sends us into the world 
to contribute to the salvation of humankind.

The retired District Apostle Leonard Kolb, Chief Apostle 
Jean-Luc Schneider, and District Apostle John Schnabel
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On 21 January this year, Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider 
conducted a divine service in Kibungo, about 100 kilo-
metres south-east of the capital, Kigali. Approximately one 
thousand people attended. The Bible text he read served as 
a reminder that one day everyone will have to leave this 
earth. This is not a very pleasant thought, the Chief Apostle 
said. We might even think, “It’s terrible to be told that we all  
must die.”

However, this fact should not frighten us, but rather make 
us aware once again that we need to prepare for what comes 
after our earthly existence. “Our life on earth is a very small 
part of our existence. There is an afterlife. But what we do 
while we live on this earth determines the rest of our exist-
ence in the afterlife.”

Earthly and 
heavenly 
Jerusalem 

The Chief Apostle said that none of us know how much 
time we have left on this earth and urged the brothers and 
sisters, “Don’t wait! If you want to do something good for 
your loved ones, do it now. You don’t know how much time 
you have left.”

God’s will
Even if our body and earthly life will pass away, this does 
not mean that Christians must be out of touch with reality. 
“He gave us our life, our body, and our strength for us to 
use, and He wants us to benefit from this life.” He wants us 
to take our place in society. He wants us to work towards 
our happiness and success on this earth. And He wants 
us to contribute to the well-being of our fellow human  

“Leave Jerusalem,” the Chief Apostle urged the congregation. 
‌Shifting one’s perspective and actively seeking eternal life was 
the focus of a recent divine service in Rwanda.

Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider is welcomed by children and a 
choir in Kibungo in Rwanda
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beings and our children. But always in a way that God’s will 
is fulfilled.

Because only those who have learned to do the will of God 
will then also be able to enter the kingdom of God, the city 
to come.

Leaving the old Jerusalem
In verse 13 of Hebrews 13, the author urges the people to go 
outside the camp, to leave Jerusalem, because Jesus is to be 
found outside. The Chief Apostle then went on to explain 
why it was important to leave this city.

Jerusalem is the city that rejected Jesus. The attitude of 
the people in Jerusalem was: the Messiah must solve our 
problems here on earth. Jesus, on the other hand, said that 
His kingdom was not of this world and that He wanted to 
bring eternal life. So even today’s believers must give up the 
idea that Jesus is here to perform miracles and improve our 
earthly existence.

Jerusalem was also the city that demanded that Jesus 
punish sinners. To enter the city to come we must leave this 
old city, this point of view. The Chief Apostle exhorted the 
congregation, “Leave the Jerusalem where Jesus is expected 
to perform miracles and punish the sinner.”

Seeking the city to come
“This city is yet to come. We can’t see it yet. The only proof 
we have is the word of God and the promise of Jesus,” Chief 
Apostle Schneider pointed out.

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you,” Jesus says. To be able 
to enter this city, we must seriously seek it, Chief Apostle 
Schneider said. “Jesus said that He would give eternal life 
only to those who hunger and thirst for it. In other words, 
those who really want it.”

This is why we must implore God in prayer: “Pray without 
ceasing.”

We can ask the Lord for this in prayer because we know 
that the Lord will answer this prayer because He is praying 
the same thing. This request is in complete harmony with 
God’s will. “We ask for it for ourselves and for our neigh-
bour. And we ask God to bless His church and complete it 
because it is in the church of Christ, through the apostolate, 
that He wants to give human beings eternal life today.”

Those who seek in this way, need fellowship with God al-
ready now: “We need to talk to God every day, on a regular 
basis, and entrust our joys and sorrows to Him.”

Perfect fellowship with God also includes our fellow human 
beings: “We learn not to wait for others to change so that 
we can love them, but to love them as they are. Because we 
must prepare ourselves for eternal fellowship with others, 
we must learn about eternal fellowship today.”

CORE THOUGHTS

Hebrews 13: 14 

“For here we have no continuing city, 
but we seek the one to come.”

We believe in eternal life and make it the goal of our 
lives. Our preparation consists of praying, doing the 
will of God, worshipping and praising Him, seeking 
fellowship with Christ and His own, and serving 
Him until His return.
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A shoot will come forth from 
the stem of Jesse (the father of 
David) and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest 
upon Him: the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit 
of counsel and might, the Spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord. And He will delight 
in the fear of the Lord. He will 
not judge by what He sees with 

THE MESSIAH AND  
HIS KINGDOM OF PEACE 

ACCORDING TO ISAIAH 11

A little over seven hundred 
years before the birth of 

Jesus a prophet by the name 
of Isaiah lived in Jerusalem. 
God used him to announce 

the coming of the Mes-
siah. Isaiah also described 

what it would be 
like once this 

King of Peace 
established His 

kingdom.
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His eyes or decide by what He 
hears with His ears. 
He will judge the poor with 
righteousness and bring justice 
to the poor of the land. He will 
strike the earth with the rod 
of His mouth, and with the 
breath of His lips He will slay 
the wicked. Righteousness will 
be His belt and faithfulness the 
sash of His waist.
The wolves will live with the 
lambs, and the leopards will 
lie down with the goats. A little 
child will herd calves and young 
lions and cattle together.
Cows and bears will graze to-
gether and their young ones will 
lie down together. Lions will eat 
straw like the cattle. 

An infant 
will play 
by the co-
bra’s hole, and a 
toddler will put his 
hand in the viper’s den. 
No one will do evil. There will 
be no more sin on God’s holy 
mountain. The land will be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the 
sea is full of water. It will come 
about at that time that the shoot 
from the root of Jesse will stand 
as a sign for the nations. The 
Gentiles will seek Him, 
and His resting 
place will be 
glorious.
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AT LOWREANA’S  
IN ABU ROAD, INDIA

India is one of the largest countries in the world, with 
a population of 1.4 billion people. Most Indians live in 
rural areas. Of every one hundred Indians, 67 live in rural 
areas and 33 in urban areas—like my family. 

My father’s name is Bhaskar. He serves as a Shepherd 
in our congregation. My mother’s name is Aagnesh. 
She is a primary school teacher and is very strict 
about our school work. She is also our Sunday School 
teacher. I still have an elder brother. His name is 
Richard. He loves to play cricket and is a district level 
player. I don’t like cricket, but I love my brother very 
much.

Our congregation is one of the oldest New 
Apostolic churches in India. The Church 
was started from here, and the first mem-
bers to be sealed in India were from here. I 
find that the best part of church is Sunday 
School where we get to learn about God. 
We are eight children and two teachers.

My name is Lowreana, but everybody 
calls me Ruchi. I am thirteen years old 
and live in Abu Road, a small city in the 
state of Rajasthan in India. 
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I go to a private school which is very close to  
our house. I have many friends, but only a few 
are my best friends. I love to roller skate and 
recently I got second place in a school skat-
ing competition.

Most Indians eat little or 
no meat. Indian dishes are 
flavoured with lots of spices 
and sometimes they are very 
spicy. We are used to this and like  
it. Although I like all vegetables  
my favourite is ocra. In India we  
call them lady fingers. 

My father works in a factory. He is off on 
Saturdays. I always look forward 

to this because we go 
on outings. My favourite place is 
Shantikunj Park because it is a 
very big garden and there are also 
some rides.
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True faith has  
a future

“Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18: 8) Obviously Jesus was not afraid that there would be no 
one left to believe in Him by the time He returned. He had absolute trust in His 
Father, and He knew that the future would be perfectly in line with the divine 
plan of salvation. In posing this question, Jesus simply wanted to underline the 
importance He will assign to faith upon His return. In order to be accepted as 
firstfruits in the kingdom of heaven, it will not suffice to be born again out of 
water and the Spirit. We must also be animated by true faith.
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Faith in the word

In order to be saved, we must believe in Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God who came to earth to bring us eternal life. Belief 
in Christ implies belief in our own resurrection, in eter-
nal fellowship with God, and in the new creation. Without 
this eschatological dimension, the Christian faith has no 
reason for being. Unfortunately, eternal life at times plays 
a secondary role for Christians. For some, Jesus Christ 
is primarily a person who can solve their problems. For 
others, He is merely an ethical point of reference, and His 
teaching is simply one way—among others—to do good.

Faith in God consists of having unconditional, unshakeable 
trust in His word. Adam and Eve fell into sin because they 
did not believe the word of God. Abraham was blessed be-
cause he was able to believe without having seen. Because 
they were incapable of believing without seeing, Zacharias, 
the father of John the Baptist, was reproached by the angel, 
just as Thomas was reproached by Jesus. To believe is also 
to adhere to the divine truth, even without understanding 
it. God is not asking us to give up all human knowledge, 
but He does suggest that we take the path of faith in order 
to access truths that elude human reason.

Faith in the return of Christ
In order to be accepted by Christ at His return, we must 
obviously believe in His return! Unfortunately, this belief 
is not shared by everyone. A significant part of Christen-
dom no longer regards the return of Christ as a real event, a 
divine intervention at a specific point in history, but rather 
as a spiritual process unique to each believer. For pro
ponents of this teaching, the idea that human beings living 
on earth could suddenly be transported to heaven is noth-

ing short of utopian. We are strongly opposed to this inter-
pretation. He who brought about the incarnation of the Son 
of God, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the ascension 
of Christ can also bring about the first resurrection!

In order to be genuine and true, faith in Christ’s return must 
be based on His word alone, not on signs. The prophets of 
the Old Testament foretold the birth and activity of the 
Saviour in great detail. But the fulfilment of these proph
ecies did not elicit faith among the Jews. On the other hand, 
those who believed Jesus’ word later came to understand 
that everything the prophets predicted had come true. 

The Bible makes quite a number of statements concern-
ing the return of the Lord, but it would be foolish to try 
to determine when the return of Christ will occur, or to 
try to describe how it will take place, on the basis of these 
predictions. The important thing today is to believe in the 
promise. When He comes, the firstfruits will be able to say, 
“Indeed, everything has come to pass exactly as God has 
told us!”
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Faith is put to the test
In his determination to separate us from God, the evil one 
seeks to destroy our trust in the word of God. That was 
how he approached Adam and Eve in Paradise, and how he 
dealt with Jesus in the desert. He also attacks us, especially 
when we are in trouble, in order to make us doubt the word  
of God.

God allows such temptations because they can contribute 
to our salvation. God is omniscient—He does not need to 
test us in order to know our faith or to choose who will be 
saved. The trials permitted by God are designed to enable 
us to appreciate the strength of our faith on our own, to be 
aware of our limits, and to make the necessary adjustments.

This process can be seen all along the history of salvation. 
In the Old Testament, God tested the people of Israel in 
the wilderness (Deuteronomy 8: 2–5) to strengthen their 
faith in the word they had received. He allowed them to 
suffer hunger in order to teach them that man does not 
live by bread alone, but by the word of God. He deprived 
them of water in order to teach them to trust in His word. 
The New Testament tells us that the early Christians were 
tried and tested so that their faith could be strengthened  
(1 Peter 1: 6–9).

It is in this light that we must understand the diffi-
culties we face today. Concerning this, Paul 

states: “Now all these things happened 
to them as examples, and they were 

written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the ages have 

come. Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed 

lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 
10: 11–12). Our trials do 
not herald the Lord’s re-
turn—they prepare us for 
it. They are to enable us to 
take the measure of our 
faith.

One of the greatest tests 
that God imposes upon 

human beings is that of pa-
tience. Abraham had to wait for 

decades before God’s promise to 
give him a son was fulfilled. Cen-

turies passed before God sent human-
kind the Saviour He had foretold to them. 

The Lord has promised us that He will return 
soon, and still He has not returned. Is our trust in 

this promise still intact? True faith is resistant to the ero-
sion of time.

Faith without visible proof
Like Abraham, let us trust in God’s promise and in His 
goodwill regardless of the way things seem. We have been 
taught that it is indispensable for our salvation to receive 
Holy Communion. And yet God has permitted all of us to 
be deprived of it for quite some time. How do we explain 
this paradox? We do not know. But is this a reason to give 
up our trust in the teaching we have received? True faith is 
not affected by unanswered questions.

Jesus was able to resist the tempter in the wilderness as a 
result of His absolute trust in the word of God. He expects 
His own to have the same trust in His word. He does not 
approve of the attitude of those who ask for signs in order 
to believe in Him (Mark 8: 11–12; John 4: 48). It is easy 
to believe in the apostolate when the number of sealed 
believers is continually growing. But what happens to our 
trust in the apostolate when we see that the attendance in 
some of our churches becomes smaller and smaller? True 
faith has no need of visible signs. It relies solely on the word 
of Jesus. And Jesus has promised to be with His Apostles 
to the end!
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Faith is very personal
Faith creates a particularly strong personal relationship 
between the believer and Christ. Christ lives in those who 
live by faith in Him (Galatians 2: 20; Ephesians 3: 17). Our 
attachment to Jesus is decisive for our salvation. We value 
and appreciate our encounters with other believers, we take 
pleasure in the activities we share with them, and we enjoy 
participating in major events organised within the Church. 
All of these things bind us to the Church and to one an
other, but what saves us is our connection with Christ. At 
times God puts us to the test to allow us to verify that our 
connection is indeed with Christ. For example, He can 
make it so that we can no longer gather together, partici
pate in activities, organise large events, or attend divine 
services. At times He even allows us to be disappointed by 
members of the Church. It is in such circumstances that we 
can examine the strength of the personal bond that unites 
us with Christ!

Once again, God does not test us in order to make us fail 
or to humiliate us. He wants us to have a proper appre
ciation of our faith and wants us to be able to react before 
it is too late. The right reaction consists of coming to Him 
in humbleness and saying: “I believe! Help my unbelief!” 
(Mark 9: 24). God will always respond favourably to this 
prayer!

Let us always recognise our afflictions as trials permitted 
by God. They give us the opportunity to verify the strength 
of our faith. Let us examine ourselves without complacen-
cy, and let us humbly ask God to strengthen our faith. He 
will do so. After all, as Apostle Paul wrote: “No temptation 
has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but 
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted be-
yond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it” (1 
Corinthians 10: 13).
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Prayer works everywhere
Prayer has always been an important part of our lives, but this year it became 
just a little bit more so thanks to our motto. Here are some stories on how our 
brothers and sisters from different countries have implemented this year’s motto 
“Prayer works!”

The children of the Accra East and West districts in Ghana 
came up with something special for the New Year service: 
they welcomed the Apostles Benjamin Ohene-Saffo and 
Addo Charles Asare as well as the ministers of the two 
districts by presenting a short play on the annual motto. 
The members from the congregations of the two districts 
gathered in the Accra Central church on 7 January 2024 
to celebrate the divine service together. Here, as in many 
congregations around the world, the sermon focused on 
the Bible passage: “Pray without ceasing!” (Thessalonians 
5: 17). “For most of us, prayer is part of our salvation,” the 
Apostle said. “We need to talk to our Lord in heaven with-

out ceasing. In order to reap the benefits and results from 
praying, we need to know how, when, and where to pray.” 
He reminded the large congregation that Jesus always inter-
cedes on our behalf.

Prayer works together
Members of different denominations gathered to pray for 
Christian unity on Friday evening, 19 January 2024 in the 
New Apostolic Church in Harburg, Germany. Represen
tatives of the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and the New Apostolic Church met 
with the managing director of the Council of Christian 
Churches Bavaria (ACK), along with many believers. Dur-
ing the devotional, the managing director of the Council 
of Christian Churches emphasised the importance of ecu-
menism. Diversity is enriching, not only between Christian 
denominations, but also between individuals. There were 
songs of thanksgiving and blessings. Donations were col-
lected for Christians in Burkina Faso. After a final prayer, 
everyone stayed to enjoy some food and conversation.

Prayer works at the interdenomin
ational level
Christians of different denominations came together in 
Emmeloord and Apeldoorn in the Netherlands to pray to-
gether. As part of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
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Christians from Emmeloord were invited to the Nieuw Jeru-
zalem Church. About thirty people had come and were led 
through the evening by the pastor of the Protestant Church 
and a Priest from the New Apostolic Church. The theme 
was: we open our hearts to those we do not see. Afterwards 
there was still time for conversations while enjoying a cup of 
coffee or tea. On Saturday evening, 20 January 2024, there 
was an ecumenical celebration in the Lutheran Church in 
Apeldoorn. Music was provided by members of the New 
Apostolic Church. After the interdenominational prayer, 
people stayed on to get to know each other better.

Prayer means connecting with God
Children from the Cologne East district in Germany 
learned about the importance of a good connection with a 
conventional corded telephone. On 28 January 2024, chil-
dren aged six to fourteen met in the church in Cologne 
Rath for their first children’s service in 2024. The officiant 
explained how a telephone call works and then transferred 
this image to prayer. He emphasised that God can be called 
upon at any time and that He is never busy.

Two children were allowed to try out a string telephone to 
show how important a good connection is. A model ear 
drum was intended to encourage the children to tell God 
everything. Together, the young congregation worked out 
the effects of prayer and how one feels afterwards. It is 
important to trust in our prayers, even if we may not always 
like the answers to our prayers. After the service, everyone 
stayed for a special lunch.

Praying together has a unifying effect
Protestant, Catholic, and New Apostolic Christians met 
for a day of prayer in Schwetzingen, Germany, on 28 Janu
ary. It was the seventh time this year that the Christian 
churches in Schwetzingen celebrated the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. The 2024 motto of the New Apostolic 
Church fit in perfectly with the motto of the ecumenical 
Week of Prayer: “Praying moves, praying unites, and pray-
ing works”. In the joint divine service, a minister of the New 
Apostolic Church also gave a short talk on the Bible passage 
1 Thessalonians 5: 17: “Pray without ceasing.” Then prayers 
and intercessions were recited together. The hosting church 
not only provided a delicious lunch, but also a worship 
element on the topic of “Praying with modern songs” after
wards. ‌In the Protestant community centre there was a 
meditative dance lesson on the theme “Dancing in prayer”, 
and in the New Apostolic Church there was a devotional 
that focused on our annual motto. Priest Uwe Lang used 
the Lord’s Prayer to explain the motivation behind prayer 
to the numerous guests. The choir of the congregation sang 
some songs.
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Wafer bakery reopened
The bakery has moved. The new facility is only 150 metres down the street 
from the old one. Technologically, though, it was a leap into the future. The 
new facility in Bielefeld, Germany, was reinaugurated in March. It is one of 
several bakeries owned by the Church and produces communion wafers for 
congregations in around sixty countries.

“Wafer bakery parcels to be collected at Kammerratsheide 
No. 8 from now on”. This is what the sign said in the window 
of the old bakery, directing collection and delivery drivers 
to the new building next door.

Making wafer production future-proof
The production facility which had been in use since 1990 
was getting on in years. “It was simply worn out and tech
nically obsolete,” Michael Block says to explain the reason 
for the new building. He is the production manager of 
the wafer bakery. The Church was faced with the ques-
tion: should we reconstruct and modernise or build a new 
bakery? Although the previous property had been leased, it 
was decided to build a new bakery on the property of one 
of our decommissioned churches in the immediate vicinity.

Construction of the new facility began at the end of March 
2023. In addition to a modern production hall and logis-
tics area, office, storage, and social spaces for the employees 

were also needed. The baking machines and storage silos 
were already installed in November 2023.

The move to the new facility took place in January 2024 and 
test production began. It was high time. “Our pre-produced 
supply of wafers was running low,” Michael Block says.

The new facility is also sustainable: heat is supplied to the 
building via heat pumps and electricity is produced via 
a photovoltaic system on the roof. The three employees 
are looking forward to working in the new wafer bakery, 
“With new equipment and a new building the wafer bakery 
is optimally positioned to supply congregations in many 
countries with wafers for decades to come,” Michael Block 
says.

How flour becomes a liturgical element
Water, flour, and a little lecithin. These are the only ingre-
dients. The batter is mixed for 45 minutes and then applied 
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to the baking trays in thin strips. Fully automatic and 
software-controlled, the engraved top plate lowers itself 
onto the batter and ensures that the familiar letters A and 
Ω (alpha and omega) are visible on the wafers. The sheets 
then move into an electrically heated oven.

To prevent the brittle wafer sheets from breaking after 
baking, they are exposed to steam before they are punched 
out. In between, the wafers receive their characteristic three 
drops of red wine in the sprinkler. “We use real wine for 
the wafers,” Michael Block explains. “It is an everyday wine 
from the discounter, nothing fancy.” What is important is 
that it is a dark red colour so that the three drops of wine 
are clearly visible on the wafers.

The wafers make their way to the packing station where 
they are deposited in standard-sized boxes by an automatic 
weighing system. There are around 1,650 wafers in a box. 
When there are twenty boxes, the shipment is ready for dis-
patch. They weigh around eight kilograms and are shipped 
to sixty countries around the world.

Wafers for the whole world
“We need wafers for the celebration of Holy Communion. 
They are a very important material element of the liturgy,” 
District Apostle Rainer Storck says. He manages the New 
Apostolic Church Western Germany, to which the wafer 
bakery belongs. Before outsourcing production to external 
companies that cannot fulfil the specifications, we prefer to 

Michael Block, the manager of the bakery

Celebrating the reopening of the wafer bakery

do it ourselves, he says. This is why there has been a wafer 
bakery in Bielefeld since 1919.

The biggest customer is the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the country with the largest New Apostolic popu
lation. But not all countries in which the New Apostolic 
Church is represented can be supplied from Bielefeld. 
Today there are wafer bakeries in Bengaluru in India, 
Lusaka in Zambia, Cape Town in South Africa, and two 
facilities in Uruguay.

Fixing problems
The Church management and the tradespeople involved 
learned all of this and more at the opening ceremony on 
4 March 2024, and shortly afterwards the Apostles and 
guests attending a service the Chief Apostle conducted in 
Minden, Germany. They were given a tour of the new facil-
ity and Michael Block also explained some of the challenges 
that have arisen. For example, the wafer sheets had to be 
made thicker because the wafers were too brittle when they 
were punched out, or the amount of batter had to be ad-
justed. “We have to make sure that the wafers arrive in the 
congregations in one piece, even after many thousands of 
kilometres,” Michael Block says.

It was a new experience for District Apostle Rainer Storck. 
“I have already dedicated many churches during my time 
as District Apostle, but never a wafer bakery,” he said in his 
speech.
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Between trauma and  
resilience 

It was the deadliest natural disaster in the history of the Philippines. Super typhoon 
Yolanda left deep scars. Here is a look back by the aid organisation NAC SEA Relief 
and a look at what remains of the distress caused and the aid that was provided.

The super typhoon, also known internationally as Haiyan, 
slammed into the archipelago on 8 November 2013. More 
than 6,000 people were reported dead while another four 
million people lost their homes and livelihoods. These 
figures are cited by the NAC SEA Relief Fund, the human-
itarian agency of the New Apostolic Church South-East 
Asia.

“I can still remember the smell ... death all around,” Marlene 
Holman recalls, then still Datario, who was on the front-
lines in those days for the aid organisation. “Most of the 
people I spoke with were in shock. I remember panicking 
inwardly because I felt I wasn’t doing enough to help the 
people around me,” she says, describing what many first 
responders experience.

The community of aid workers
Such memories were brought back recently when a dele
gation from NAC SEA Relief made a visit to the island 
of Leyte, which was hit first and hardest by the cyclone. 
Numerous memorials and mass graves keep alive the 
memory of the suffering of those days. At the time, pro-
fessional organisations and countless NGOs flocked into 
Leyte from all over the world.

“Enormous work was done. Christian, Muslim, and Bud-
dhist organisations showed solidarity, and governments—
local, national, and international—were part of rebuild-
ing,” the retired District Apostle Urs Hebeisen says, who 
is president of the aid agency. “At NAC SEA Relief we tried 
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to identify those who had not been reached by anybody,” 
he explains.

Emergency aid and reconstruction
Emergency aid was provided in the first weeks and months. 
Dozens of volunteers distributed emergency parcels con-
taining rice and other essential food and hygiene products 
to the people.

The reconstruction phase soon followed: building a village 
for a Christian community and rebuilding public schools. 
Livelihood assistance and equipment for health centres was 
provided. The organisation’s biggest project was accom-
plished in Sitio Codilla near Ormoc: thirty residential units 
in around 20 sturdy houses. People who had lost everything 
in the storm found a new home there and were able to go 
back to farming.

NAC SEA Relief was only able to shoulder this with help 
from NAK-Humanitas of Switzerland and NAK-karitativ 

of Germany, who were involved in rehabilitation and relief 
work “with unprecedented investment”, as District Apostle 
Hebeisen points out. “We feel humble pride to be part of a 
team that goes to the grassroots and starts working from 
there towards the community,” Marlene says. 

Still in resistance
The stench of death has long since vanished and people have 
rebuilt their lives. Nevertheless, life is still full of challenges 
for most Leytenianos: “Those who survived continue to 
survive each day,” as Marlene puts it.

Indeed, talking to villagers reveals that the traumatic ex-
perience of that fateful November day is still alive in their 
memories. “But Filipinos would not be Filipinos if they 
would not have come to terms. What a resilient people,” 
Urs Hebeisen says. Since Yolanda, six more typhoons have 
hit the region.
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Cold weather, warm 
hearts, and open doors

Far from home, but at home in faith: Afua Ampong moved to England to study. It is so 
different to Ghana, where she has lived most of her life. Fortunately, the members in the 
New Apostolic congregation opened their hearts, and she has found a spiritual home.

It is 9.34 a.m. on a Sunday morning and the church doors in 
Birmingham are not open. Afua Ampong is confused. Did 
she get the service times wrong? It is cold, only 15 degrees 
Celsius. With cold fingers she taps away on her mobile 
phone to call someone. Fred Quansah-Haylse laughs when 
she tells him why she is phoning. “The door is not locked, 
open it.” Because of the cold weather in England, the church 
doors are kept closed, but they are not locked.

Afua is not used to this from her home congregation of East 
Legon in Ghana. The doors are always wide open there, 
whether the sun is shining, it is raining, or the harmattan—a 
dry wind—is blowing. This is not the only difference Afua 
has had to get used to in her new home.

The road abroad
Afua lived with her family in Ghana’s capital Accra, where 
she was a member of the East Legon congregation until 
about a year ago and was a Sunday School teacher. She 

studied political science at the University of Ghana from 
2017 to 2021 and attended the campus congregation for 
the duration of her studies, where she was also very active. 
After her compulsory year working for the National Com
munication Authority of Ghana, she enrolled to study 
international relations at the University of Birmingham.

Something familiar in a strange place
Afua did not have to make a new beginning in Birmingham 
all alone. “I have relatives in Birmingham whom I visited 
from time to time” And her faith also gave her security. 
When she moved in with her relatives, she found that the 
church was less than a 20-minute walk away. She also knew 
someone from another congregation in Ghana who had 
moved to the United Kingdom: Fred Quansah-Haylse. “His 
family has basically known me since I was born,” she says. 
“Before I came here I got in touch with him and it turned 
out he actually lives in Birmingham. It was really nice to see 
a familiar face here.”
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Afua in front of our church in Birmingham (left) and with other members (right)
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“I was blown away by the brothers 
and sisters”
The first time Afua went to church in Birmingham with no 
expectations at all. “And the brothers and sisters just blew 
me away,” she says with a smile. “The way I am treated in 
the congregation, the way we respect each other as family, 
that makes me always want to do my best.” She feels loved 
in the congregation. “They want me to be happy because 
they understand that I am far from home. That’s why they 
make sure I don’t feel sad or lonely.”

That is why she let herself be persuaded to sing in the choir, 
although she had never intended to do so. And she is in-
volved in youth work and plans excursions. In the process, 
she has learned about one of the main differences between 
England and Ghana. “When I say in Ghana, ‘Next week 
I am planning this and this,’ then everyone will be there. 
Here in England I have to plan something months in ad-
vance to make sure everyone will have time that day.” Why 
is that? “For Africans, religion is part of our core, an inte-
gral part of society. It is something we grew up with.” In 
Europe, she has noticed, that faith has a different status. It 
is not such an important part of peoples’ lives.

Foreign yet familiar
Asked about the differences between Ghana and England, 
Afua says, “I think everything is different. In Birmingham 
it’s usually cold and in Ghana it is usually hot and sunny. 
The culture is different and how people relate to each other.” 
But one thing is the same, she says. “The way we love to go 
to church and worship together, it is the same in Ghana and 
England. There’s no difference.”

Of course, there are differences, for example in the size of 
the congregation, when to wear black and white, and call-
ing the rector by his first name. Afua says she would never 
do that in Ghana. But the most important thing, faith, is the 
same both here in England as well as in Ghana.

Eating together
“One thing I miss about Ghana is the food,” Afua says. 
Waakye is a typical Ghanaian dish with rice and beans. 
“Recently I saw a video online of someone having that at 
home and I was like, I really miss that,” she says. She also 
misses her home congregation, especially the children 
whom she taught in Sunday School. “Teaching the chil-
dren, learning from them, and interacting with them was 
one of the good experiences in my life.”

And then there are our Christmas parties. “On Christmas 
Day or a few days after we usually have a party outside the 
church. Just cook, eat, and laugh.” She was therefore wor-
ried about being lonely on her first Christmas in England. 
But the rector of the Birmingham congregation and his 
family invited her and a few others from the congregation. 
He is South African, his wife French. Afua enjoyed the 
multicultural food and spending time with friends and his 
family.

“You have to make a conscious 
decision”
Birmingham is a multicultural congregation, and food is 
not the only tell-tale sign. People are constantly talking 
about how something is done in their home country. “It has 
taught us to respect one another and one another’s culture,” 
Afua says. “We understand that we are different people, but 
we have come together in one church and we believe in one 
God and we worship the one God together.”

Afua says she has learned to become independent and 
wants to live her life in England in a positive manner. 
Her faith and the members in her congregation have con
tributed to this. She has a tip for anyone who moves to a 
foreign country. “Surround yourself with people there who 
can help you grow in faith. Pray so that the Lord can direct 
you.” And aside from the conscious decision that one has to 
take, she says, “You yourself must want to live your life in 
this positive manner and work towards it.”

Afua in Ghana with her youngest sister (left) and a good 
friend (right)
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NIGERIA:  

Children help shape our future! 
Out of concern for the future of our churches, some congregations in 
the Southern Apostle Area of Nigeria organized a one-day children's 
program and involved the children in various areas of life that will 
contribute to a better future for the church. They were involved in 
evangelism, music performances, leadership seminars, discussions, 
networking workshops and an individual talent show.  
The children learned a lot in this one-day program: 
 The teaching of God's word will endure into the future, as 

Timothy already learnt (2 Timothy 3:15) 
 Following the example of Jesus, it is important to develop a strong 

spiritual foundation (Luke 2, 52) 
 Like Samuel, spiritual gifts must be used courageously (1 Samuel 3, 1-21) 

          
     

          
   

            
       

            
           

         
           

            
           

        

It is up to us to proclaim God’s activity and specifically His message: “Jesus        
    Christ is with us! And He will return to complete His work!” The more we  

 are  aware  of this, the calmer and the more confident we can be, and the 
more our joy of being able to help along in God’s work will come to the 

fore. Everything we do in God’s work is future-oriented. 
We do not simply wait for our future, but make a point of shaping it 

by  making  sure  that  Jesus’ nature  fills us more and more and by 
serving  with  the  gifts  which  God  has  given us. And for this we 
seek. His nearness, for example in prayer, in the  divine  services, 
by  keeping  the  commandments, and  by  a  constant  and inner  

         connection to Jesus Christ. 
If we notice a deficiency we can remedy it with Christ’s help. If our love, for 
example, has diminished, we can give the Holy Spirit more room. If our joy of 
faith has suffered or if we have become somewhat weary, let us take new 
strength out of the word and the sacraments. Where necessary, let us make a 
new start with the Lord’s help; He acknowledges our faith and trust in Him. 
We see that Christ is already present in our lives, and we can have joy in Him 
no matter the circumstances. He has everything we need until His return. 
 
With warmest regards, 
 
Yours 
 
 
   Michael Ehrich 
 
 

DISTRICT APOSTLE MICHAEL EHRICH: 

Shaping our future 

 Following the example of David, leadership qualities should be 
developed (1 Samuel 16, 1-13) 

 Like Esther, confidence for the future must be demonstrated (Esther 4, 1-17) 
 The feeling of belonging to a great future must be performed, like 

in the early church (Acts 2, 42-47) 
 The task of the future must be recognized today: Teaching and prea-

ching through service to others, as Jesus exemplified (Mark 10: 42-45) 
 Helping one another and developing empathy, as Jesus demon-

strated in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37) 
 Like Daniel, we need to shape the moral compass (Daniel 1:1-20) 
By involving children in the church, we follow the biblical examples 
and invest in the future of the church. 

Children's choir at Ekpan congregation in Warri district Joyful Sunday school children from Evbotubu congregation doing evangelism 
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BENIN:  

Young talent for the future 
CAMEROON:  

The future of the church 

SIERRA LEONE:  

Educating children for the future 

It is said that a child who is taught is a man who is won! In order 
to achieve this, several districts, with the aim of turning today's 
children into committed Christians and true servants of Christ in 
the future, have initiated music theory, melodica and violin 
training courses for children. This was an opportunity for the 
children, who came in delegations from all the congregations, to 
get to know each other better, share their diverse knowledge and 
awaken each other's talents.  
During these training 
sessions, time was set 
aside to share with the 
children Sunday school 
and / or catechism 
classes for their spiri-
tual growth. 
 

Children take part in the violin training course 

Children practice playing the melodica 

In an effort to have a successful 
future, the children attend Sunday 
schools, go through confirmation 
classes and join the choir/youth 
groups. At congregation and 
district level, there are special 
services for children/young people 
where many talents are displayed: 
drama, music, recitation of poems / 
articles etc. 
Recent events have been the 
children's fellowship in the Jui 
congregation, confirmation in 

      
     

     
     

     
      

     
    

     
      
     

   

Marjay Town as well as the youth 
service in Lumley congregation in 
Freetown. 
Another aspect is the establishment 
of New Apostolic Church schools 
(supported by the government) 
with the help of the Jörg Wolff 
Foundation. Some 24 schools have 
permanent buildings, while others 
are in temporary structures. 
Children of primary and secondary 
school age in their communities 
have the opportunity to learn. Children from the NAC primary school in Koidu, East Sierra 

 

Youth of Lumley congregation Children performing in Jui Confirmands pose at Marjay town after divine service 

Family picture after the Divine Service for the youth in Omnisport 

Young people facing the challenges of the modern world need 
ongoing education to increase motivation through knowledge and 
increase commitment through faith. In pursuit of these objectives, 
monthly and quarterly youth gatherings in the district are regularly 
organized. On July 27, 2024, the quarterly gathering was held in 
Yaoundé, at the Omnisport congregation (Yaoundé-Cameroon) with 
an attendance of about 100 young people as a prelude to the holding 
of the great national youth day 2025 whose host city will be Kribi. 

Workshops about “Sacrifices” 
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GHANA:  

Shaping with talents 
Congregations in the Accra East District have recently 
integrated instrumental music to enrich their divine services. 
The focus is to encourage and empower the Youth and Sunday 
School to take active roles in the congregational life through 
music. Shepherd Kwapong, Rector of Osu Congregation, 
highlighted the benefits of this shift, noting that instrumental 
music underscores God’s word, and promotes a dynamic and 
inclusive community. This inclusivity brings joy, inspiration, 
and enthusiasm. 
By utilizing avai-
lable talents, not 
only God is glory-
fied, also the congre-
gation is uplifted 
and its future is 
also shaped through 
music. 

Osu orchestra playing at church gathering 

GHANA:  

Creating the future 
The Accra Central congregation is rich in musical talent 
across all ages. This has led to the creation and incorporation 
of the Sunday School choir into united divine church services. 
The Sunday school choir, comprising over 30 children, sings 
alongside the main choir. 
These children are nurtured through regular choir rehearsals 
after Sunday divine services. They are being prepared for 
future roles. 

By involving these 
children, the Accra Central 
congregation is investing 
in their musical develop-
ment and creating a 
seamless transition from 
the Sunday School to the 
adult choir, ensuring a 
melodious future. 

Sunday School Choir singing at divine service 

The brass ensemble at a rehearsal Sunday school trio performing 

Fellowship in the congregation is essential for a more blessed 
future. Those who are called to collaborate for a special task 
should do so with love and gratitude to God. We can 
experience a foretaste of this perfect communion already 
today in every divine service, especially during the celebration 
of the Holy Communion. Also every collaboration, whether in 
music, in children’s and youth activities, teaching tasks, 
cleaning the chapel, decorating the altar, visiting the sick, etc., 
enriches the spiritual life of the congregation and guarantees 
growth and joy in it. No member is less important, and the 
task that each one performs is necessary. 

Young people rejoicing with Apostle Salvador Mitogo Obiang 

The confirmands are already learning to shape the future with 
Jesus Christ. That our Lord Jesus can be with us, we must first 
follow him, because he is the way, the truth and the life (John 
14:6). This was the special message addressed to the confirmands 

to this year. Jesus Christ is the truth, He 
loves us and He also loves our neighbour. 
All of us are invited to follow our Lord 
Jesus by practicing the faith also through 
our works as well as supporting one 
another on the path that leads to eternal 
communion with God. 

Trip for the Libreville confirmands 

Confirmands from 
Moanda 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA:  

We shape our future 
GABON:  

Shapes with Jesus Christ 



 

35 

community 03/2024 NEWS from DISTRICT APOSTLE AREA 

GUINEA/LIBERIA/SIERRA LEONE/ 
IVORY COAST:  

A new Lead Apostle 

The District Apostle introduces the new Lead Apostle Leno 

For 16 years, Apostle Bauer was responsible for the countries of 
Ivory Coast, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. In a divine service in 
Conakry/Guinea, the District Apostle assigned Apostle Saa Marc 
Leno as Lead Apostle for these four countries. 

The District Apostle thanks Lead Apostle Bauer 

IVORY COAST / GUINEA:  

Blessing visit 
From 12 to 17 June 2024, District Apostle Michael Ehrich, accompanied 
by Apostle Bauer, visited the brothers and sisters in Ivory Coast and 
Guinea. In the two divine services he conducted there, the District 
Apostle retired numerous ministers. In the divine service in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast, he then appointment two district 
rectors and two congregational rectors, and 
assigned a one deputy district rector. In the 
divine service in Conakry/Guinea, he 
appointed 15 district rectors and assigned 13 
deputy district rectors. Two Apostle meetings 
rounded off the program in the two countries. 

Appointment of district rectors in Conakry / Guinea 

Welcoming 
in Abidjan 

DJIBOUTI / ETHIOPIA:  

A joyful and blessed journey 
From 24 to 27 May 2024, District Apostle Michael Ehrich 
travelled to East Africa and visited the New Apostolic 
Christians in Djibouti and Ethiopia. 
He conducted a divine service in each of the two countries and 
dispensed the sacrament of Holy Sealing to a total of 22 
believers. He was accompanied by Apostle Hans-Jürgen Bauer 
and Bishop Volker Keck. For Apostle Bauer, it was time to say 

           
            

        
          

    
 

District Apostle, Apostle Bauer, Bishop Keck with brothers and sisters 

District Apostle at the altar in Addis Ababa 

farewell. He had worked as a Bishop and Apostle in East 
Africa for 27 years. Chief Apostel Jean-Luc Schneider put him 
into retirement on 28 July 2024. 
The District Apostle transferred responsibility for the 
believers in Djibouti and Ethiopia to Bishop Keck, who was 
ordained as Apostle by our Chief Apostle in the same divine 
service. 
 

After the divine service in Djibouti 

The District Rector has given a gift for the Apostle Bauer 



 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalm and hymns an spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
(Colossians 3:16)  

The Bible text for this special divine service 
is like a “program” – and likewise should it 
be for every place of worship as “God’s 
house”. The word of God is at the centre of 
the divine service. It is so powerful and 
strong that nothing can resist this word. 
The District Apostle gave some examples of 
the power of the word of God: it can work 
miracles, it can heal, the word of God is truth. 
It is not about believing in miracles or healing. 
But the word of God is so powerful that it can 
change people and bring about salvation. In 
contrast to fake news, there is no need to 
doubt the word of God. It will be fulfilled. 
When the Word says "teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom", it is not about 
pointing out the mistakes of others. The 
emphasis is on wisdom. Through the 
wisdom of God, we can be a help and a 
blessing to others. The core idea should be: 
"Whenever we are in the divine service, we 
hear the word of God.” The District Apostle 
went on to explain that the altar in the 
church is not only made of solid materials, 
but is rather more symbol of Christ's 
sacrifice. And this always, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. With the words "Let us 
always remember: the house of God is a 
consecrated place, it is a holy house that 
brings us peace," the District Apostle 
concluded his sermon. 

Core 
thoughts: 

Southfso Germany:

Divine service with 
the District Apostle 
In a festive divine service on 9 June, District Apostle Michael 
Ehrich dedicated a new church building in Pforzheim 
(Southern Germany). He was accompanied by the locally 
responsible Apostle Martin Rheinberger and Bishop Vester 
(both Karlsruhe Apostle area) as well as Apostle Martin 
Schnaufer (Apostle area of Freiburg/Tübingen). 

Bible 
text: 

New Apostolic Church
International




